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^'A Mult i- Purpose Apparatus'' 

The present invention relates to a multi-purpose 
Apparatus. 

5 

During outdoor activities such as hiking^ backpacking, 
cycling, hunting and the like, a participant generally 
carries along a sleeping bag for spending the night out 
of doors, and a tent to protect him or her from 

10 precipitation- Many such outdoor activities are carried 
out in remote areas. In the case of a participant 
becoming injured/ the injured party may have to wait 
for hours for emergency services to arrive, often 
without any shelter from the potentially harsh weather 

1 5 conditions . 

in order to cater for both sleeping arrangements and 
the possibility of an emergency situation, the 
participant tends to carry a number of separate items, 
20 such as a sleeping bag, tent and emergency apparatus. 
However, in order to avoid being laden down with such 
numerous items, the participant often brings the 
minimum possible with him or her^ essentially putting 
himself or herself at risk. 

25 

It is an object of this invention to provide a simple, 
compact item that may be used as a multi-purpose 
apparatus . 

3 0 According to the present invention, there is provided a 
multi-purpose apparatus in the form of a sleeping bag 
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2 

comprising two or more fasteners, wherein the two or 
more fasteners enable the bag to be mounted to a 
support/ and wherein the bag is openable to a 
substantially planar state - 

5 

Preferably/ when the bag is in the planar state, at 
least some of the two or more fasteners are disposed 
along the periphery of the bag- 

♦ 

10 Further preferably/ some of the fasteners are in the 
form of loops, wherein the loops can be used as 
handles. More preferably, the loops are adapted to 
receive, in use, an elongate member whichr in use. 
Supports the bag. . 

15 

Optionally, the bag, when in the planar state, includes 
a fold line disposed substantially centrally thereon . 
Preferably, at least some of the fasteners are provided 
along the fold line. 

20 

As used herein^ the term fastener'' means any suitable 
fastening means, including hooks, loops, clips, clasps, 
" buckles, snap-fit fasteners, Velcro (Trade Mark) , zip 
fasteners and the like- 

25 

An embodiment of the present invention will now be 
- described with reference to the accompanying drawings 
in which :- 

30 Figure 1 is a plan view of a multi-purpose apparatus of 
a preferred embodiment of the present invention, the 
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apparatus being in the form of a sleeping bag in a 
substantially planar state, the bag including a first 
section and a second section connected along a fold 
line; 

Figure 2 is a plan view of the bag in a state wherein 
the bag forms an enclosure for receiving a body 
therein, wherein the second section has been folded 
under the first section? 



Figure 3 is a side elevation of the bag, in use, 
showing a schematic view of a user located within the 
enclosure formed by the first and second sections; 

15 Figure 4 is a view of the bag of Figure 2, wherein 

fasteners provided along the periphery of the second 
section are used to support the bag luanually when the 
bag is used as a stretcher;* 

20 Figure 5 shows elongate poles being inserted through 
the fasteners of Figure 4, wherein the poles are used 
to support the bag when the bag is used as a stretcher; 

Figure 6 is a plan view of the underside of Figure 5, 
25 wherein the poles of Figure 5 are shown in a different 
position, namely inserted through straps present on the 
second section, to support the bag when the bag is used 
as a stretcher; 

30 Figure 7 is a side elevation of the apparatus being 
used as a haiamock; and 
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Figure 8 is a perspective view of the apparatus being 
used as a tent. 

5 Referring now to the accompanying drawings, there is 
illustrated a multi-purpose apparatus in the form of a 
sleeping bag 10^ according to a preferred embodiment of - 
the present invention. The bag 10 preferably comprises 
a flexible sheet which 1^ rectangular in plan in its 
10 unfplded^r substantially planar state. The bag 10 is 
adaptable for use as a blanket stretcher^ haitmiock/ 
shelter, tent, distress signal and the like, as will be 
described hereinafter. 

IS Referring now to Figure 1^ the bag 10 rs ;shown in an 
unfolded state* . The bag 10 preferably comprises a 
first substantially rectangular section 14 connected to 
a second substantially rectangular section 16 along a 
fold line 19- Each of the first and .second sections 

20 14, 1.6 comprises an ■ obverse side IS, 17 and a reverse 

side 19, 21- The reverse sides 19, 21 are indicated by 
dotted lines in figures 1 and 3, for example. 

A plurality of fasteners in the form of clips 20 is 
25 provided in ^spaced relation along the periphery of the 
bag 10, and along the fold line 18 on the obverse side 
of the bag 10. Bach of the clips 20 is preferably 
provided with an eyelet (not shown) formed integrally 
therewith. 

30 
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A plurality of fasteners in the form of loops 22 is 
also provided along the periphery of the second section 
16. The loops 22 are preferably arranged so as to form 
oppositely disposed pairs of loops around the periphery 
of the obverse side 17 of the second section 16. Each 
loop 22 of a pair of loops is preferably connected to 
the other loop 22 by- means of an elongate strap 24 
associated with the obverse side 17. As shown in 
Figure l, the straps 2 4 are preferably provided in 
substantially parallel spaced relation, transverse to 
the longitudinal axis of the second section 16. 



In use, the bag 10 is adaptable for a variety of uses. 
Referring again to Figure 1, the apparatus 10 is shown, 
15 in use, in its unfolded state for use as a blanket or 
the like. 

Referring now to Figure 2, the bag 10 is shown folded 
approximately in half along the fold line 18 for use as 

20 a sleeping bag. In this state, the bag 10 has been 

folded along the fold line 18 to form an enclosure for 
receiving a body therein. Ths bag 10 is closed on three 
sides in a conventional manner by means of suitably 
positioned clips 20. The obverse sides, 15, IT 

25 preferably comprise brightly coloured and/or reflective 
material. The obverse sides 15, 17 together generally 
form the outer surface of the bag 10, in use, and 
therefore the material forming said obverse sides - 15, 
17 is also preferably breathable and waterproof . The 

30 reverse sides 19. 21 preferably form the inner surface 
of the bag 10, in use, and therefore the material 
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forming the reverse sides 19, 21 is preferably a 
thermally insulating material. The user 26 is therefore 
protected within the bag 10 from extreme temperatures 
ranging, for example^ between +30^C and -SCC 

It will be appreciated that instead of spaced apairt 
clips 20 r the bag 10 may be provided with a 
substantially continuous zip fastener (not shown) 
around the periphery thereof. 

Referring now to Figures 4v 5 and 6, the apparatus 10 
is shown in the folded state of Figure 2^ for use as a 
stretcher- Figures 4,- 5 and 6 each show different 
methods by which the bag 10 can mounted to a support 
when the bag 10 is used as a stretcher. 

In Figure 4,. the support for the bag 10 is provided 
manually by a series of us.ers hands 28. The hands 28 
grip the loops 22, and the bag 10 may be carried as a 
stretcher in this manner. It will be appreciated that 
an injured person (not shown) may be^^ placed either on 
top of or within the bag 10, The bag 10 therefore has 
the advantage of being simultaneously used as a 
sleeping bag and as a stretcher^ i.e. as - an integral 
sleeping bag, rescue and survival aid. It will be 
further appreciated that the straps 2 4 located on the 
second section 16 provide the necessary support to 
appropriate points (not shown) of the body of the . 
injured person . 
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In Figure 5, two elongate members in the form of poles 
30 are shown inserted through the loops 22 ■ such that 
the poles 30 lie substantially parallel to the 
longitudinal axis of the first section 14. The bag 10 
5 can therefore be carried manually by simply lifting the 
poles 30. 

In Figure 6, the underside of the bag 10 of Figure 5 is 
shown vv-herein the two poles 30 have been inserted 

10 between the second section 16 and th«£ straps 24. 

Again^ th^ bag 10 can be carried manually by lifting 
the poles 30. It will be appreciated that the poles 30 
may also be inserted through one or itiore loops 22 to 
provide further support when carrying th^ bag 10. In 

15 relation to Figures 5 and 6^ it will be clear that when 
the bag 10 is not being carried, the poles 30 may, for 
example, rest on any object (not shown) found in the 
surrounding terrain, to support the bag 10- 

20 Referring now to Figure 7, the apparatus 10 is shown 

used as a hammock.- The loops 22 located at the shorter- 
6nds of the first section 14^ are mounted to a tree 
(not shown) or the lik^ by means of a rope 34, to 
support the bag 10 used a hammock. 

Referring now to Figure 8, the bag 10 is shown used as 
a tent. In this state, the bag 10 has been opened from 
the first state to form an inverted V-shape, pr:eferably 
having the reverse sides 19, 21 facing each other as 
30 showrt. A plurality of tent pegs 36 are inse^rted through 
the eyelets associated with the clips 20, in order to 
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secure the sheet 12 to the ground (not shown) . The 
rope 34 is generally inserted throui^h the loops 22 
adjacent the fold line 18 to mount the tent to a tree 
or other support. In this manner, the bag 10 is easily 
constructed and adapted to form the tent shown in 
figure 8. It will be appreciated that the tent pegs 36 
may alternatively be inserted through the loops 22/ for 
exaiaple, to secure the tent to the ground. 

The apparatus 10 may also be used as a reflective 
surface^ when the bag 10 is in the substantially planar 

state as shown in Figure 1^ The brightly coloured/ 
reflective surf ace provided by the obverse sides 15, 17 

enables the bag 10 to be used as a hazard or distress 

signal. 

It will be appreciated that the present invention is 
not limited to the embodiment and the uses thereof 
described herein. For example^ loops (not shown) may be 
present' around the periphery of the whole bag 10. It 
will be also be app:i?eciated. that the loops 22 present 
around the periphery of the second section may be 
replaced with one or iciore elongate sheaths .(not shown) 
to receive a pole or the like, in use. 

The straps 2 4 described herein are preferably made from 
nylon, however they may alternatively be made from any 
other suitable material. Similarly, the material of 
the obverse and reverse sides 15, 17/ 19, 21 of the 
sheet 12 may be any suitable colour, and may be adapted 
to suit any particular environment - 
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The itiulti -purpose apparatus 10 of the present invention 
provides a number of advantages, as described above. 

The apparatus 10 is suitable for use as an integral 
5 blanket, sleeping bag^ stretcher, hammock, tent and 

distress signal, without intending to limit the list of 
uses thereto. The apparatus 10 is therefore capable of 
protecting a user from harsh weather conditions^ in 

addition to providing alternative sleeping 
10 arrangements^ and providing use as a stretcher and/or 

distress signal in emergencies. 

The present invention is not limited to the embodiment 
described herein which may be amended or modified 
15 without departing from the scope of the present 
invent ion - 
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